History of the USS Bearss DD654
Of the many proud vessels of the United States Fleet is the USS BEARSS 
(Pronounced B-A-R-C-E). This ship is of the Fletcher class of destroyers. The Fletcher class borne the brunt of the fighting in the Pacific and for which the Japanese have a very healthy respect. 
The BEARSS was authorized by an Act of Congress 23 December, 1941. The plaque aboard the BEARSS was inscribed: "THIS FIGHTING SHIP SPONSORED AND MADE POSSIBLE BY WAR BOND PURCHASES OF THE PEOPLE OF RAPIDES PARRISH, LOUISIANA." (At our 5th Reunion, August 1995 in Baton Rouge, La. The people of Rapides Parrish were honored by the USS BEARSS CLUB at a ceremony on board the USS KIDD DD 661.) 

The USS BEARSS was built by the Gulf Shipbuilding Corporation, Chickasaw, Al., the keel being laid on 14 July 1942. The ship was named in honor of Brigadier General Hiram I. Bearss, USMC, who was born in Indiana on 13 April 1875, and died 26 August 1938 at Columbia, In. During his active career of USMC service, General Bearss served in the Philippines from December 1899 to May 1902, where for "Extra-ordinary heroism and eminent conspicuous conduct in battle at the junction of the Cadacean and Somoton Rivers, Samar, Philippine Island, 17 November 1901," he was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, 13 March 1934. At the launching of the BEARSS Mrs. Louise I. Bearss, widow of the Late General Bearss, was the official ship's sponsor. 
The ship was commissioned on 12 April 1944, at Mobile Al. with Commander John A. Webster, USN taking command. Capt. L.S. Border, USN conducted a short but fitting ceremony, and announced that the BEARSS in commission (time: 14:43 hours). After a brief fitting out period in Mobile and New Orleans, the BEARSS proceeded to Bermuda, BWI, where the ship underwent intensive shakedown exercises. Then after a five week training period, the ship returned to the United States for post-shakedown availability period of two weeks at the Navy Yard, Charleston, SC. 

This was followed by a two-day stop at Norfolk, which proved to be the last visit to the United States by the BEARSS during World War II. On 20 June 1944, the ship was underway for the Panama Canal and the Pacific. Transit of the canal was made on June 26 & 27. The ship arrived in Pearl Harbor on 11 July 1944. The BEARSS, with four other ships of the squadron, departed from Pearl Harbor for Adak, Alaska, where they relieved the squadron on duty with the North Pacific Fleet on 9 August 1944. 

August & September 1944 were spent at Adak participating in training exercises after which in October the task force steamed to Attu, Alaska, to prepare for the first strike against the Kuriles. After several sweeps in Kurle waters, the task force bombarded Matuswa TO in the central Kuriles 21 November 1944. After riding out a severe storm during the return to port, the ships of the North Pacific Strike Force underwent repairs for almost a month. Then on 5 January 1945, the second bombardment was made against Suribachi Wan airfield on the southern coast of Paramjshiru, and on 18 February, a bombardment was made on neighboring Kurabu Zaki airfield. The task force then spent a brief period for recreation and upkeep in Dutch Harbor, Alaska, but were back the next month, bombarding Matsua again on 15 March 1945. 

On 13 April 1945 marks the first change of command: CDR John A. Webster was relieved by Lt. CDR E. M. Compton, USN. 

May 1945, the BEARSS, in company of four other destroyers, made the first patrol of the Sea of Okhotsk followed by a shore bombardment of facilities in the Suribachi Wan area, Paramushiru, on 20 May 1945 – just before sunset. Several large fires and explosions were seen. A second patrol of the Okotsk was made by the Ninth Fleet in early June. Bombardments of Matuswa airfield were conducted. While retiring from a third sweep into the Okhotsk on 24 June the BEARSS encountered a number of small Japanese ships in Shasukotan Kaikyo and just before dawn 25 June the BEARSS was credited with sinking two and damaging a third, possibly sinking it. 

After a fourth sweep into the Okhotsk, the BEARSS took part in the shelling of Suribachi on 22 July and after a fifth sweep assisted in the bombardment of Matsuwa on 11 August 1945. 

On 31 August 1945, after hostilities had ceased, the North Pacific Force left Adak to commence the occupation of Northern Japan. On the morning of 7 September the BEARSS was detached to meet the Japanese frigate KOZU at the eastern end of Tsurgaru Strait and to carry a party of Japanese representatives, headed by Rear Admiral Densuko Kanome to Vice Admiral Fletcher's Flagship. 

The BEARSS was later assigned to the Fifth Fleet, carrying out the occupation of Japan, duty with the Northern Support Force off northern Honshu and Hokkaido. For the ship's activities in the occupied Japanese waters, the BEARSS earned the Navy Occupation Service Medal, Pacific – for the period of 8 September to 18 November 1945. 
The BEARSS earned one engagement star on the Asiatic-Pacific Service Ribbon for participating in the Kurile operation: 

1 STAR / KURILE ISLANDS OPERATIONS, Matsuwa – 21 November 1944, Suribachi Wan – 5 January 1945, Kurabu Zaki – 18 February 1945, Matsuwa – 16 March 1945, Search in Okhotsk Sea and bombardment of Suribachi – 19 May 1945, and Matsuwa – 11-12 June 1945. 

On 25 June 1945, the BEARSS attacked an enemy convoy west of the Kurile Islands, and on 17 through 19 July 1945 searched the Okhotsk Sea and made bombardments of Suribachi Wan. Then on 22 July 1945 on an Anti-shipping sweep made bombardments of Matsuwa Zaki, and Suribachi on 11 August 1945. 
By directive dated January 1947, the BEARSS was to be placed out of commission, in reserve, and attached to the U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

The BEARSS (DD654) was recommissioned on 12 September 1951 at Charleston Naval Shipyard, Charleston, SC. Commander Victor Stalworth Mauldin, USN as commanding officer. 

After the recommissioning shakedown at Fleet Training Group, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the BEARSS was assigned to Destroyer Squadron 32, of Destroyer Flotilla Four in Norfolk, VA. During the spring and summer of 1952, the BEARSS did type training in the Virginia Capes operating areas and made port at New York City and Halifax, Nova Scotia. From September 1952 through January 1953, the ship was in the Charleston Naval Shipyard for general overhaul. 

Commander Joe Maxwell Gunn, USN, relieved CDR Victor Stalworth Mauldin USN as commanding officer 1 November 1952. 

January 1953 the ship left for Fleet Training Group, Guantanamo Bay for refresher training, returning to the United States on 14 March 1953. The BEARSS was then assigned to Commander HUNTER / KILLER 

FORCES, U. S. Atlantic Fleet, for anti-submarine training. During this tour with HUKLANT, the ship visited New York City and Mayport Florida. The ship received the Battle Efficiency "E" while on this trip. 

14 September 1953 the BEARSS departed to Europe for duty with the U.S. Sixth Fleet. During the six weeks in Europe, ports of call were Plymouth, England; Athens, Greece; Ismir, Turkey; Algiers, Algeria; Suda Bay, Crete; Naples Italy; Lisbon, Portugal; and Ponta Gada, Azores Islands. The BEARSS returned to Norfolk on 1 December 1953. 

After leave and upkeep during December, 1953, the BEARSS engaged in type training in the Virginia Capes operating area during January and February, 1954. In March the BEARSS entered the Norfolk 

Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, for a month of yard availability preparatory to assignment to the Western Pacific. 

On 20 April 1954, the BEARSS in company with the USS ROSS (DD563), the USS ROWE (DD564), as Destroyer Division 321 joined the USS WRIGHT (CVE 49) for duty with the U.S. Pacific Fleet. The group went through the Panama Canal on 25 April 1954 stopping at Panama City on the 26th and 27th and arrived in San Diego, California 4 May 1954. On 10 May the Ships left San Diego and proceeded to the Hawaiian Islands, arriving at Pearl Harbor 16 May 1954. The Group departed Pearl Harbor on 16 May for Yokosuka, Japan. After a brief stop at Midway Island, the Ships arrived in Yokosuka on 28 May 1954. Destroyer Division 321 was assigned to the Seventh Fleet and operated with various components of that fleet, notably Task Group 70.2 during the Hainan Islands incident from 20 July to 25 July 1954. During the time assigned to the Seventh Fleet, the BEARSS visited Yokosuka, Sasebo, Okinawa, and Kobe Japan plus
Manila and Subic Bay Philippines. 
On 1 September 1954, Destroyer Division 321, along with the USS FLECHTELER (DD870) was detached to proceed to the United States by way of the Mediterranean Sea with stops at: Hong Kong, Singapore, and Ceylon. On 10 September 1954 the Ship crossed the EQUATOR at Longitude 105 degrees and 32 minutes East -- At which time all "POLLYWOGS" were duly initiated into the realm of King Neptune as "SHELLBACKS." The Ship passed through the Suez Canal 24 & 25 September 1954 (ports of Aden, Suez and Port Said). Visits were then made to ports of call: Naples, Italy; Golfe-Juan, France; Lisbon, Portugal; and Ponta del Gada, Azores. 

The BEARSS arrived in Norfolk, Virginia on 23 October 1954, thus ending a six-month, seven day, "Around The World Cruise." The Ship then spent the month of November in Norfolk, with some of the crew taking leave while others were discharged. Those who stayed aboard did upkeep and getting ready for a new Commanding Officer. 

On 3 December 1954 Commander Kenneth George Robinson, USN relieved CDR Joe Maxwell Gunn, USN, as Commanding Officer. 

During the month of December 1954 through January 1955 the BEARSS engaged in type training in the Virginia Capes operating area. On 9 February 1955 the Ship entered the Norfolk Naval Shipyard for a general overhaul period, emerging on 9 May 1955. The Ship was then readied for sea from 9 May through 22 May. On 23 May the Ship departed for Fleet Training Group, Guantanamo for a five week period of refresher training returning to Norfolk on 2 July 1955. 

2 July until 18 September 1955, the BEARSS was assigned to Commander, Anti-Submarine Forces, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. During this period, the ship participated in two convoy exercises, type training, plus two visits to New York City. The convoy exercises in Mid August were the first occasion for both Destroyer Divisions 321 and 322 to begin operating together as Destroyer Squadron 32, with all ships in the squadron at that time being present. From 12 September until 5 November 1955 the BEARSS exercised in type training and prepared for a four-month tour of duty with the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean. The BEARSS was underway on 5 November to the Mediterranean, and passed through the Straits of Gibraltar on 15 November 1955. The BEARSS made the first port of call at Naples, Italy, 22 November. As a member of the Sixth Fleet the BEARSS participated in several anti-submarine exercises with the Italian Navy. Before leaving the Mediterranean, the Ship visited Augusta Bay, Sicily; Suda Bay, Crete; Rhodes Island, & Piracies, Greece; Beirut, Lebanon; Palma, Majorca; and Cannes, France. The BEARSS returned to Norfolk on 26 February 1956 for a month of leave and ship upkeep. From March until May the Ship conducted operations in the Virginia Capes operating area, returning for three weeks preparation for a Midshipman Cruise. On 1 June 1956, the BEARSS departed Norfolk on "Midshipman Cruise Able," visiting ports of Copenhagen, Denmark; and Chatham England, plus making the usual visit to Guantanamo Bay for gunnery exercises for the Midshipmen. 

Commander J. T. Alexander Jr. USN relieved CDR Kenneth George Robinson USN, as commanding officer at Chatham, England in July 1956. 

The BEARSS returned from the Midshipmen Cruise to Norfolk 31 July 1956 for an upkeep period, followed by participation in Operation Lantbox in the fall, off the coast of Nova Scotia. In November and December of 1956 proved interesting for the BEARSS. This was the time of the Suez Canal crisis, and the BEARSS was on standby duty, subject to go to the Mediterranean on immediate notice to aid in the defense of the interests of the United States and other free nations. Following the "Holiday" dispersal plan, which was to prevent massing of Naval ships at certain seasons of the year, the BEARSS was sent to Yorktown, Virginia, of the Christmas Holidays, remaining there until early January when the ship departed for Mayport, Florida, to act as a plane guard for carriers. 

On 13 February 1957, the BEARSS went to the West Coast of Florida to plane guard for carriers and pilots operating out of Pensacola. The BEARSS returned to Norfolk for a regular yard overhaul, remaining until 20 July 1957. On 12 August the ship departed for Guantanamo Bay for a five-week refresher training with the Fleet Training Group. The Ship returned to Norfolk on 21 September 1957 after receiving the highest score in Destroyer Squadron 32 on the Operational Readiness Inspection at Guantanamo Bay. The next few weeks were spent in preparation for a Mediterranean Cruise. On 21 October 1957 the Ship departed Norfolk for Central and Southern Europe and the Mediterranean Sea. The BEARSS arrived at Gibraltar, the gateway to the Mediterranean on 1 November 1957. After refueling and a night of liberty, the Ship continued eastward. Destroyer Squardron 32 operated with the Sixth Fleet for several days and then departed for Ismir, Turkey. Upon arrival, the BEARSS and three other ships began a ten-day upkeep period in port. While in Ismir, tours were conducted to Smyrna, one of the historical cities of Eurasia. Departing Ismir, the Ship sailed south, passing through the Suez Canal and into the Red Sea. The first port of call was Massawa, Eritrea. After four days in Massawa, the ship began its Red Sea patrol duties. The BARSS entered Aden, a British Crown Colony, for refueling on Thanksgiving day. The next few days were spent patrolling the entrance to the Red Sea. The next port of call was Djibeuti, French Somaliland. Highlights of this visit were swimming parties and a trip to the interior, courtesy of the French Air Force. On the trip north, the Ship again refueled in Massawa. Then on 12 December 1957 the BEARSS passed through the Suez Canal and continued north joining Destroyer Squadron 32 in Pireaus, Greece. After refueling, Commodore Ford of Destroyer Squadron 32 shifted his flag to the BEARSS. Departing Pireaus, the ship then began patrol duties of the Eastern Mediterranean. 

The BEARSS spent Christmas 1957 at sea in the vicinity of the Island of Crete and New Years at Rhodes, where weather forced the Ship to seek safety on the lee side of the island. Having completed the Eastern Mediterranean patrol, the Ship proceeded to Genoa, Italy. Tours to Venice and Rome and a ski party to the Alps highlighted the visit. The Ship then moved westward and after a ten-day operation the Ship anchored off Cannes France. Here the BEARSS underwent ten-days of upkeep and liberty, which completed the visits in the Mediterranean. The BEARSS refueled at Gibralter and headed home to Norfolk, arriving 6 March 1958. Upon return to the States, the Ship received a six-weeks leave and upkeep period. 

Commander R. S. Rankin USN relieved CDR J. T. Alexander Jr. USN, as commanding officer on 1 April, 1958. 
Operation Slamex took the BEARSS back to sea for two weeks in May 1958. After this duty, the Ship began preparations for an extended cold weather operation. The BEARSS had another upkeep period in June followed by Operation CONVEX. 

On 4 August 1958, Vice Admiral Cooper presented the Battle Efficiency "E" Award for Destroyer Squadron 32 to Captain Rakin. This was the second award of its type awarded the BEARSS. 

7 August found the Ship heading southward from Norfolk, crossing the Equator at Longitude 32 degrees and 32 minutes West at 0800 - 16 August 1958. All "Pollywogs" were duly initiated into the Realm of King Neptune as "Shellbacks." The BEARSS steamed southward, well into the Southern Hemisphere's winter season. Early in September midst howling winds and high seas below 60 degrees south latitude, the BEARSS took part in high altitude nuclear rocket tests of Project ARGUS. After nine bitter days "on station" the rocket firings were successfully completed and, in company of the USS NORTON SOUND (AVM1), Task Force 88 set course for liberty in Rio de Janeiro. On the morning of 15 September 1958, the fortieth day after leaving Norfolk, the BEARSS steamed past the famed Sugar Loaf Mountain and into the beautiful harbor of Rio de Janeiro. The five days spent improving Brazilian-American relations in sunny Rio, were enjoyed by all hands. On 20 September the ship got underway for home, arriving in Norfolk 30 September 1958. 

October 1958 was devoted to maintenance and upkeep and, during this period, the BEARSS left Destroyer Squadron 32 and joined Reserve Escort Squadron 4. The BEARSS at that time was assigned a new role, that of a Reserve Training Ship. The ship promptly began work on the major adjustments that had to be made. The size of the crew was reduced by fifty percent to make room for the two-week active Reservists. By 2 November the Ship was ready, and she departed with her first group of Reservists for a two-week cruise of intensive training which was highlighted by a weekend of liberty in Port au Prince Haiti. A second Reserve cruise, to Port of Spain, Trinidad was completed before the 1958 Christmas leave period. 

The Ship began work early in 1959, starting on 2 January with the third group of Reservists and Commodore Tyons and his staff. 

Commander J. T. Green relieved CDR R. S. Rankin as Commanding Officer of the BEARSS on 14 August 1959. 

Several more Reserve Cruises were completed before the BEARSS entered the Bethlehem Steel Company Shipbuilding Plant at Baltimore, MD on 16 September 1959 for the dry-dock phase of her regular shipyard overhaul. Topside work was completed by the Horne Brothers Co., of Newport News, VA. 

January and February of 1960 the vessel underwent rigorous refresher training at Guantanamo Bay Cuba. Despite the reduced size of her crew, the BEARSS compiled a very good record, including an OUTSTANDING in Anti-Submarine Warfare. Upon her return from Cuba, the two-week Reserve Cruises were resumed. On 12 July 1960 it was learned that the BEARSS had one the Reserve Training Excellence Award for fiscal year 1960 in RESDESRON 4. The Battle Efficiency "E" was again back on the wings of the bridge after a year's absence. 

Also in July of 1960, the BEARSS was initiated into another phase of Reserve Training. A selected Reserve Crew was assigned to the BEARSS permanently, in addition to the two-week Cruise Duty. 

The Selected Reservists came aboard one weekend each month for training and, in case of general mobilization, they would report for active duty to augment the skeleton of the regular crew. Ideally, three (3) weekends of every quarter would be spent at sea with one in port. Commander William M. Savedge, USNR became Commanding Officer of the Selective Reserve Crew, and was slated to relieve the regular Commanding Officer should the Selective Reserve Crew be called to active duty. 

In July 1960, the BEARSS visited Charleston, SC on a Reserve Training Cruise, and then in August she transited the scenic Cape Cod Canal for a visit to Provincetown, Massachusetts, and the tip of Cape Cod. Commodore Keating and his staff were aboard for the latter cruise. 

The September Reserve Cruise found the BEARSS visiting Boston, following a fueling stop in Newport, RI, the official home of the "Atlantic Fleet Destroyer Force." While in Boston the BEARSS rode the infamous Hurricane Donna while moored securely to a sheltered wharf, thus sustaining no damage. 

Following an extended in-port period at Norfolk during October and part of November, the vessel took part in Operation SLAMEX 1-60 off the coasts of Virginia and the Carolinas. SLAMEX included units of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet as well as the Canadian Navy. The nuclear submarine SEA WOLF also took part in the exercise. 

After the holiday leave period, the Ship once again steamed to the Caribbean, when San Juan, Puerto Rico was the port of call. The ship stopped briefly at Guantanamo Bay to refuel and then returned to Norfolk. In February, however, she was back in the blue Caribbean for training exercises in the Key West area with weekend liberty, this time in Kingston, Jamaica. 
In March the Selected Reservists, who must also make a two-week cruise annually, came aboard for an abbreviated refresher training period in Guantanamo. The Ship conducted numerous exercises in the short time the vessel was there, surprising the Fleet Training Group with the ability of her Reservists and a reduced regular crew. 

April 1961 the Ship again exercised in the Key West area, stopping at the Naval Base for fuel prior to visiting Fort Lauderdale for the weekend. The Fort Lauderdale visit was so widely acclaimed by all, that the May cruise also included liberty there. The ship was in Fort Lauderdale in April during the abortive "Bay of Pigs" invasion of Cuba by counter-revolutionaries. Although the situation was serious, the BEARSS was not called for assistance in that area. 

Also during this general period the BEARSS squadron, RESDESRON FOUR, was redesignated RESDESRON THIRTY-FOUR for administrative purposes, though there was no change in the squadron's Seven Reserve Training Ships. 

In June 1961, the BEARSS cruised to New York, with the bulk of her reservists being trainees fresh from reserve book camp. 

Commander R. K. S. Cole relieved CDR J. T. Green as Commanding Officer, on 24 June 1961 while in New York City. 
On the return trip from New York to Norfolk the BEARSS had the chance that most peacetime destroyermen only dream about. Shooting at a real ship. Working under COMSUBRON SIX, the BEARSS acted as a range guard ship while the submarine CUTLASS fired four test torpedoes into the old liberty ship MELVILLE W. FULLER, which had been towed out to sea from the reserve fleet for that purpose. The torpedoes, though breaking the back of the old ship, failed to sink her, and the BEARSS was called to use her guns. At close range, the BEARSS fired over sixty rounds of five-inch ammunition into the target hulk, starting small fires. Though the FULLER still proved tough, she finally raised her stern into air and sank. Also in June 1961, the BEARSS participated in Operation Marlex-Tramid, the combined Marine – Midshipmen assault landings on the beaches of Camp Pendleton, Virginia. The BEARSS was assigned as fire support ship, and though she fired only powder charges with no projectiles, demolitions planted on the beach exploded to coincide with the gun flashes proved very effective to the grandstand observers. 

July of 1961 found the BEARSS receiving another group of Reserve Trainees, and once again steamed north to New York City for weekend liberty. On the return trip she was called on to provide gunfire support for landings at Camp Pendleton, VA. 

In August 1961, another two-week Reserve Training cruise and a visit to the port of Boston. On 5 September a regular yard overhaul began at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. During September, the Commander-in-Chief announced his intention to recall the Reserve Crews and Ships to Active Duty. 

On 3 September 1961 the BEARSS was officially transferred from RESDESRON THIRTY-FOUR to DESRON TWENTY-EIGHT OF DESFLOT FOUR. The Reserve Crew which had drilled aboard the BEARSS reported aboard for active duty on 23 October 1961. 

Commander W. M. Savedge USNR relieved CDR R. K. S. Cole USN as the Commanding Officer of the BEARSS on 27 November 1961. CDR Savadge was the Commanding Officer of the Reserve Crew and designated the prospective commanding officer of the BEARSS prior to assuming command. 

December and January were spent in Guantanamo Bay for refresher training. During this time the ship participated in a special patrol off the coast of Venezuela during a visit there by President Kennedy. The BEARSS was also highly complimented for her excellent showing in shore bombardment and ASW exercises. 

February found the BEARSS in a patrol station off Bermuda as part of the recovery force during the historic orbital flight of LT. Col.. John H. Glenn. The ship made two short visits to the island of Bermuda during this time. 

March was spent largely at sea operating with Task Force Alfa in various ASW exercises. During this period the BEARSS also weathered a violent NE storm which leveled large sections of the eastern seaboard and sunk one merchant ship. 

In April 1962, the BEARSS rendezvoused with more than forty other ships of the U.S. Atlantic fleet of f the coast of North Carolina at participate in a review for President John Kennedy. The President called the demonstration "a tremendous achievement," and was obviously pleased with it. This was followed by a month in Norfolk for leave, upkeep, and tender availability. 

June 1962 found the BEARSS operating for the last time with Task Group ALFA. In July the BEARSS said goodbye to DESTROYER SQUADRON 28 with whom she had served since October 1961. The BEARSS embarked over 100 ROTC Midshipmen during this period and sailed for a two-week exercise in the VACAPES OPAREA, and a weekend visit to New York City. 

Returning to Norfolk, the BEARSS received a warm welcome from the Navy and the City of Norfolk. In ceremonies conducted pier side, the BEARSS was honored for her participation in the Berlin call-up and received a water-color of the ship presented by the Navy and a sterling memento bowl, appropriately inscribed from the Mayor of Norfolk. In later ceremonies, the BEARSS was furthered by Commander Cruiser Destroyer Flotilla Four by the presentation of plaques commemorating the BERLIN CRISIS. In addition, the BEARSS received letters of appreciation from the Secretary of the Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations. The Naval Reserve Officer's Association also presented the BEARSS with two sets of personalized steak knives. 

Commander Charles Sherwood USN, relieved CDR W. M. Savedge USNR, as Commanding Officer on 27 July 1962. 

On 1 August 1962, the Selected Reserve Crew, which had manned the BEARSS during the call-up was released from active duty and returned to their civilian occupations. The BEARSS was reassigned to Reserve Destroyer Squadron THRITY-FOUR also on 1 August 1962. 
For the BEARSS' first Reserve Cruise under that command, the vessel again operated in the VACAPES OPAREA and proceeded North for a weekend of liberty in Boston, MA. On the return from Boston, the BEARSS, in company with USS ROBERTS (DD749) was forced to seek haven in Newport, RI, due to a hurricane lying directly on their track. 

In September, the BEARSS remained in Norfolk for a two-week tender availability alongside the USS VULCAN (AR 5), and dockside training with the Selected Reserve Crew. 

The next cruise was in October, when in company with USS ROBERTS, the BEARSS steamed first to Charleston, SC to embark Commander Reserve Destroyer Squadron THIRTY-FOUR and Staff. From Charleston they sailed to Nassau, Brahma Islands. En-route, numerous maneuvers and drills were conducted in connection with training of personnel on two-weeks active duty. On Monday, 15 October 1962 the BEARSS and ROBERTS steamed homeward, BEARSS to debark Commander Reserve Destroyer Squadron 34 at Charleston. Because of high winds and waves at sea, the BEARSS remained in port for three days. When the weather finally cleared the ship sailed home to Norfolk. On the day of return, 19 October 1962, the BEARSS passed many Navy ships departing for the Cuban Quarantine. 
The BEARSS continued to be used as a Reserve Training Ship until December 1963. 

The USS BEARSS was sent to the Mothball Fleet in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on 30 December 1963. 

The BEARSS stayed there until April 1976, when she was sold to Union Metals and Alloys, of New York, New York. 

The above information is based on true facts, all information was
Obtained from the United States Navy Archives in Washington, DC 

